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OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 
September 27, 2009 

 

Offering     =   $7,250.51 
Adult S.S. =    $      48.32 
Jr. S.S.     =    $     15.84 

Attendance      =    194 
Attendance      =      84 
Attendance      =      16 

Claiming God’s Peace in your own life 
 

Lord, in the complex arena of human relations, help us to                 
make choices on the side of love, not hate; on the side of                
inclusion, not exclusion; tolerance, not intolerance. And as                
we leave this mountain top, help us to hold on to the spirit                     
of fellowship and the oneness of our family.  
                                                                            -Rev. Joseph Lowery 

Rural  
 Church  
   Realities 



MDS Service Trip Update:  We are looking at some possible weeks in 
January to go on a service trip with Mennonite Disaster Service. Most likely 
it will be somewhere on the Gulf Coast regions unless some new natural 
disaster strikes this fall. If you are interested in possibly going along on the 
trip please let Dale Alderfer know what weeks might suit better than others 
so he can narrow down a week or two that might work.  
 
Mennonite Disaster Service: Jerry Toews has signed up to help with the 
Hesston College Partnership Home Program through MDS Nov. 7 — 14. 
More help is needed for the week of Oct. 31 thru Nov. 6.  Contact Russ 
Gaeddert at Hesston College if you would be interested in helping. 
 
Western District Conference at Mennonite Heritage Museum: Join others in 
hearing about the first meeting of the Kansas Conference, the forerunner of 
Western District Conference, on Sunday, Oct. 11 at 3:00 p.m. at the Mennonite 
Heritage and Agriculture Museum in Goessel in the actual building where those 
first meetings were held--the South Bloomfield School.  Brian Stucky, local 
teacher and historian, will be the presenter; an offering for WDC Vision 2012 
will be received.  More information at 620-367-8200.  
 
Camp Mennoscah: MennoFolk Family Camp is October 9-11. Don’t miss 
out!  It’s our last scheduled event for 2009! 
 
Campbell's product labels or Box tops for Education: Bring labels for 
Hopi Mission School to the WDC office or Whitestone Mennonite Church in 
Hesston by Monday, Oct. 5 and they will be taken to the school.  
 
H1N1 Alert: To reduce the risk of possible exposure to the H1N1 virus, 
children age 12 and younger are restricted from visiting patients at Newton 
Medical Center effective immediately. This restriction includes inpatient and 
Emergency Department patient rooms.  
 
Harvey County Homeless Shelter training sessions: Tuesday, October 6, 
6:30 pm; Tuesday, October 13, 10:00 am; Thursday, October 22, 6:30 pm. 
Thank you for your partnership with us! 
 
Jake Schmidt and The Journeymen are performing at the Fox Theater in 
Newton at 7:30, Saturday, October 10.  This is a Christian group that plays 
some gospel and some country music.  Cost is $10 per person.  
 
On the Bulletin Boards: 
ê Newsletter from Chuck and Joy Goertzen serving with Campus Crusade. 
ê Peace Connections:  Circles Initiative poverty simulation on the 

International Eradication of Poverty Day, Sat., Oct. 17, 10 am - noon, at 
Newton Recreation Center, 415 N. Poplar, Newton.  

ê Choral Concert at Hutchinson Correctional Facility The choir, under 
the direction of Lyle Stutzman, will present a varied program of sacred 
music, folk songs and spirituals on Sunday, October 11 at 7:30 pm. 

ê Tabor College Learning in Retirement beginning on October 9 with  
“Writing Family History: Importance and Strategies.” Details posted. 

 

“Rural Church Realities” 
 

“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it . . .”     -Psalms 24:1 
 

Gathering to Worship 
 
PRELUDE  Cross Road 
 
WELCOME  Worship Leader, Rosie Jantz 
and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP        Cross Road 
 
PRAYING FOR GOD’S PRESENCE  
 
*SINGING OUR PRAISE       “God of the earth, the sky, the sea” No. 53 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND DEDICATING THEM 
 You are welcome to fill out the friendship brochure and place it in the offering bag. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME     Carrie Unruh  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC          “The Last Ones”   -Matthew West Ben Schmidt 
 

Hearing God’s Word 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS              Isaiah 5:1-8, Romans 8:18-24 
                    
SERMON                     “Rural Church Realities” Corey Miller 
                                          

Responding to God’s Word 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE        “God, whose farm is all creation” No. 391 
 
COMMUNION 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER  
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