Friends,

Tuesday evening, President Obama quoted President Eisenhower,
“Indeed, | am mindful of the words of President Eisenhower, who — in
discussing our national security — said, ‘Each proposal must be weighed
in the light of a broader consideration: the need to maintain balance in
and among national programs.™ President Obama also mentioned that
when he took office, the price of the wars was already nearly $1 trillion.
An oft-quoted figure from the White House is that each of our soldiers in
Afghanistan costs $1 million/year.

In an earlier speech , President Eisenhower considered the domestic cost
of war: “Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket
fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are
not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed. This world in arms in not
spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius
of its scientists, the hopes of its children. The cost of one modern heavy
bomber is this: a modern brick school in more than 30 cities. It is two
electric power plants, each serving a town of 60,000 population. It is two
fine, fully equipped hospitals.”

Today, perhaps it is health care for all U.S. citizens that we are
sacrificing. The price tag of the plan introduced in the Senate is $848
billion over 10 years. But you may also find other monetary trade-offs,
including specifics for your community.

What can we pray, other than Lord have mercy? What can we preach,
other than our security is not in drones or soldiers, but in the Lord God
alone? Pray we must; preach we must; act we must. In case you missed
it, the Afghanistan handout from last week included some actions.
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God calls us to choose the path of peace.
“And you child . . . will guide onr feet into the way of peace.”

-Lauke 1:79b
Gathering
PRELUDE Michelle Unruh
*GATHERING SONG “Come, thou long-expected Jesus” No. 178

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Worship Leader, Venita Schroeder

CALL TO WORSHIP Srom Malachi 3:14; Luke 1:68-79

Leader: We live in troubled times, waiting for God’s light to burst into our
dark world. Get Ready! God calls us to choose the path of peace.

People: As we prepare, we acknowledge that we still live in the darkness
of discontent. We repent and rise to walk with God in the paths
of peace. We choose to live as people of healing and hope.

Leader: May every valley be filled and every mountain and hill be made low.
May the crooked paths be made straight and the rough ways smooth.

ALL: Let us worship the God whose fire ignites our lives and
makes us holy through and through. The one who calls us
Is faithful and will do it.

PRAYER

Praising God
*SINGING OUR PRAISE “Hark! The herald angels sing”  No. 201
HEARING A MESSAGE OF HOPE Philippians 1:3-11

OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN WORSHIP
Please pass items for Newborn Kits to the center aisle.
You are welcome to fill out the friendship brochure and place it in the offering bag.

Support Offender/Victim Ministries while you do your holiday shopping
on Thursday, December 10 at Ten Thousand Villages in Newton. Already
finished with Christmas shopping? Then stock up on fair trade coffees and
teas! Twenty percent of all purchases made between 5:30-8pm will be
donated to support the work of OVM.

On the Bulletin Boards:

* Peace Connections, Getting Ahead class through Circles Initiative Of
Harvey County beginning Dec. 10. Details are posted.

* The Dyck Arboretum annual luminary walks Dec. 11,12, 5:30-8 pm. Portion

of proceeds to benefit Harvey County Homeless Shelter.

Hymn Sing and Chancel Choir Program, Dec. 13, 7pm First Mennonite

Church, Newton.

MDS update.

Harvey Co. Homeless Shelter newsletter.

M-2 Offender/Victim Ministries new sponsor orientation Dec. 21.

What’s New at MCC: World Aids Day.

Camp Mennoscah news.

Women in Conversation retreat. April 30-May 2. Save the date.
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OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
November 29, 2009

Offering = $12,570.05 Attendance = 178
AdultS.S.= $ 54.86 Attendance = 78
J.S.S. =% 9.30 Attendance = 11

Celebrating God’s Generous Peace in our relationships

In Advent we brave the darkness. In Advent we ask God to
give us “second sight” or true sight. In Advent we dare to open
our ears to the deep song of prayer that undergirds all creation.

Take time today to gaze at something beautiful.

Breathe in. Breathe out. Ad.....vent.
-Rose Marie Berger







