
“Fireside Chat” - Congregational Chair, 
Harlin Unruh, shares a story from 2009. 

Worship Themes  
 

Feb.   7 - “Sermon on the Plain”  
 Jeremiah 17:5-10, Psalm 1,  
 I Corinthians 15:12-20, Luke 6:17-26 
 Karen preaching 
 

Feb. 14 - “Created to Worship” 
 Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 99, 
 II Corinthians 3:12-4:2, Luke 9:28-36 
 Hesston College Choral 
 Ken Rodgers preaching  
  

Lent Begins  
Holding on and Letting Go! 

 

Feb. 17 - “Ash Wednesday Service” 
 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Isaiah 58:1-12, 
 Psalm 51:1-17 , 2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10 
 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

Feb. 21 - “Handling Temptations” Lent 1
 Deut. 26:1-11,Psalm 91:1-2,9-16, 
 Romans 10:8-13, Luke 4:1-13 
 Corey preaching 
 

Feb.28 - “Disappointments”   Lent 2 
 Genesis 15:1-2,17-18, Psalm 27, 
 Philippians 3:17-4:1, Luke 13:31-35 
 Corey preaching  
 

“Understanding Winter’s Mood”   
          

“ . . . My soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land.” 
       – Psalm 63:1b 
 
This winter season has given us a little bit of everything:  We’ve seen snow, 
both the beautiful snow that gently falls to the ground creating a white win-
ter wonderland, and the blizzarding snow that whirls and swirls and spits 
drifts across field and road in wave-like shapes.  We’ve felt bone chilling 
temperatures that made vehicles, animals and humans move more slowly 
and we’ve been teased with mild 50 degree days of sunshine that made us 
think of spring. 
 

Winter has brought us gray cloudy days and nearly a week’s worth of fog 
and moisture.  We’ve seen brilliant cloud formations early in the morning 
and we’ve witnessed spectacular sunsets. Sometimes winter has showcased 
its wind and other times there have been days of stillness. Even the devas-
tating earthquake in Haiti during the winter season. 
 

What exactly is winter’s mood and what, if anything are we to learn from 
it?  Everything is dormant.  Everything is brown.  Everything waits. 
 
The Psalmist may have been in a “Winter Mood” when he wrote Psalm 63: 
 “O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; 
   My flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land 
   where there is no water.” 
 

There is an earnest seeking happening with the psalmist here, looking for 
God, longing for God, listening for God at a time when he felt dry, weary 
and perhaps dormant. 
 

We may feel some weariness of winter this year.  It has been cold. The days 
are short and the nights are long.  We may even feel weary of our routine of 
work, cooking, (remembering and then feeling guilty about our new year 
resolutions), parenting, going to games and activities, and trying to live as 
faithful disciples of Jesus.  The budget cuts continue to weigh on us.  The 
world seems to totter on chaos.  We often get consumed with things that 
matter little in God’s Kingdom. 
 

If you feel thirsty or dry or weary, I would invite us all to respond as the 
psalmist did.  He sought God.  He waited for God.  He recognized his thirst 
for God and he looked for God in the sanctuary (v.2).  If winter’s mood is 
silence and dormancy and waiting, then let’s take advantage of the time to 
ponder God in the quietness of our home, our hearts and our lives. 
 

This season is wanting to tell us something about God.  May we listen and 
learn. 

          
    -Pastor  Corey 
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God loves you  
because of you; 

not because of anything  
you did or didn’t do. 



Western District Conference 
 

Sacred Storytelling Concert, 7:00 PM, 
February 20, at First Mennonite 
Church, Newton, performed by nation-
ally known Biblical Storyteller Tracy 
Radosevic.  Sponsored by the Men-
nonite Men of the Plains, this is an ex-
cellent mentor/mentee activity and is 
open to the public.  A free will offering 
will be taken to cover expenses.  
  

Grab a couple of friends, sign up, and 
provide a student with a free scholar-
ship (meal included!) to the Biblical 
Storytelling workshop at 3:00 PM on 
February 20, at First Mennonite 
Church of Newton.  Sponsored by the 
Mennonite Men of the Plains and led 
by Dr. Tracy Radosevic, professional 
storyteller and workshop leader, the 
two hour workshop will be followed by 
a meal and Sacred Story Concert.  The 
emphasis is on youth, but the cost ef-
fectiveness of having multiple atten-
dees from the same church should 
also appeal to older, more frugal Men-
nonites.  For more information or to 
register, contact Larry Temple at 620-
241-7435 or thetemples@Juno .com. 
Peace Connections 
 

Camp Mennoscah spring retreats are 
almost here!  Join us for the Scrap-
booking Retreat, March 12-14, and the 
annual Retirees’ Relaxation Retreat, 
April 26-28.  Informational brochures 
have been sent to past attendees 
and are available on the Western Dis-
trict Conference website at 
www.mennowdc.org in the Coming 
Events section.  For more information 
or questions, contact Camp Menno-
scah at campmno@mennowdc.org or 
620-297-3290.  
 
 

Intergenerational Ash Wednesday Experience   
 

February 17 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  This year we are 
planning a special service that is intended for the whole family.  We will 
move around to different stations in the church and reflect upon scripture, 
hear songs, do activities and receive the ashes.  We look forward to having 
all parents, children, and older adults join us as we enter into this important 
season of preparing for Easter. 
 

Lent 2010:  Holding on and Letting Go! 
 

The season of Lent in the Christian church has traditionally been a time of 
reflection and soul searching, an opportunity to meditate on the life of Jesus 
and cast a critical eye on our lives and actions to see where we have missed 
the mark.  Like the first disciples, we follow Jesus, watching what he does, 
listening to what he says, and learning to know both who he is and who we 
are in relation to him. Lent is an opportunity to draw near to God, to ponder 
God’s words to us in scripture (all are invited to read the scripture texts 
listed for the following Sunday), to hold close what we value, and to iden-
tify with Jesus in his mission. 
 

This year’s scripture readings give particular focus in calling back believers 
who have fallen away.  In the passages, there are two parallel invitations: 
1.  To hold on to what is most important and 2. To let go of what gets in the 
way of further growth.  As we ponder the things we need to claim or hold 
on to, may we feel strengthened and renewed.  As we let go of distractions 
and sins, may we feel relieved, forgiven and restored. 
 

We look forward to our worship times together, as we hear God’s Word, as 
we offer prayers of confession, and as we endeavor to follow Jesus through 
this season. 
 

5 Threads Update! 
 

Each adult Sunday school class has been reflecting on the 5 Threads 
that our Prayer and Envisioning team has offered to Tabor for further 
prayer, contemplation and even action!  On Sunday, February 7th, there 
will be a noon potluck meal that will be immediately followed by a 
presentation by John Simmering, our consultant that has been meeting 
and coaching our group.  This will also be a time to reflect as a 
community about the 5 threads and the ideas that are forming in 
people’s hearts and minds.  Make plans to come and visit more about 
what God is calling us to do and to be! 
 

Tabor undertakes Congregation and Pastor Review 
 

Our congregation has begun the process of reviewing the goals and staffing 
of our church's part of God's mission in our community. The goal of review-
ing the pastors and the congregation at the same time is to ascertain the level 
of agreement or synchronization between the goals and gifts of the pastors 
and the missions that the congregation perceives as Tabor's goals. The Dea-
con's have the responsibility of executing the review every three years in 
preparation for voting on extending the call to our pastors.  This year the 
committee that the Deacons called to do this work includes Michelle Unruh, 
Kenton Nickel, Vickie Schmidt, Barb Abrahams, Carol Duerksen and Myron 
Voth.  With the agreement of the pastors, the committee engaged former 
WDC conference minister, Marv Zehr, to help us as a consultant.  
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Peace Connections 
 

Make Poverty History! 
Attend a Community Poverty Simulation 
Sat., Feb. 6, 9:15 am - noon St. Mary’s 
Gymnasium, 101 E. 9th St., Newton 
-- Experience what life is like for low-
income families seeking basic  needs 
on a limited budget 
-- Reflect & discuss the experience and 
ways to move towards “making poverty 
history” following the simulation 
-- Sponsored by the Circles™ Initiative 
of Harvey County 
RSVPs are appreciated.   
 

All are welcome - those especially en-
couraged to attend are faith and com-
munity leaders and others who fre-
quently deal with low-income families. 
 

Explore being an Ally to a Circle 
Leader (someone leaving poverty). 
Training will be offered on the following 
Saturdays 8-10:30 am at Peace Connec-
tions: Feb. 27 - What Is the Circles™   
Initiative?; Mar. 20 - Intro to Bridges Out 
of Poverty; and April 24 - "What Is an 
Ally?" - How Can I Be Involved. Atten-
dance at all three sessions is recom-
mended.  
 

Peace Connections Annual Meeting 
will be Thurs., Feb. 25, 6 pm at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 900 Columbus 
Dr., Newton. Dr. John Valusek, clinical 
psychologist, lecturer, and author of /
People are Not for Hitting and Children 
are People Too,/ will speak on the con-
nection between poverty and violence. 
Everyone is invited for a soup supper at 
6 pm, an update on Peace Connections 
programs and financial needs, music, 
and Dr. Valusek's presentation at 7 pm. 
Donations welcome.  
For all of the above: Please call         
316-284-0000 for more information or 
email info@peaceconnections.org 
 

Review continued 
 
This year all three pastors will be reviewed by a process that is different 
from earlier reviews at Tabor, it is called "Affirmative Inquiry". A ran-
domly selected group of people who have confirmed that they are willing to 
participate will be joined by anyone wishing to volunteer for the process in 
advance of February 14, 2010. Everyone who is participating will be given 
a set of questions in advance which pertain to their perceptions of Tabor's 
mission and specific pastor's gifts and performance. On Sunday afternoon 
the entire group will gather for table discussions of the questions.  The pro-
ceedings of those discussions will be recorded and our consultant, Marv 
Zehr, will summarize them. Following presentation to the Review commit-
tee and the Pastors, the summary will be presented to the congregation. 
Soon thereafter the congregation will vote on the extension of the call to 
ministry for each of the pastors.   
  

The committee realizes that the "Affirmative Inquiry" process is new to 
Tabor. We decided to try something different because of complaints about 
the length and complexity of previous questionnaires. The previous method 
took a long time to complete and tabulate and generated results which could 
have been interpreted as having been lead or directed.  The new method 
should rely on the spontaneous reflections of those participating. The com-
mittee asks that Tabor's members be in prayer for this process, as it is our 
hope that the process will reveal God's will. 
 

Special Meeting with Community Leaders  
 

On Wednesday night, February 3, we are having four leaders from our 
community come to talk about the Budget Cuts that have affected and will 
affect our education system and our care for our elderly.  John Fast, super-
intendent at Goessel school has done extensive research on the issue of 
small schools and their impact on the communities.  Rex Watson, superin-
tendent at Peabody will also be there to share about the budget cuts.  Linda 
Peters and Eric Schrag from Bethesda Home will also share about how our 
Government’s proposed 10% Medicaid cuts will affect nursing facilities 
across the state.  These are  important issues that will impact every school 
district and nursing home in Kansas.  The rural communities will be hit the 
hardest.  Please make plans to come and hear more about these needs.  The 
meeting starts at 6:30pm in the fellowship hall.  Come early so we can start 
on time. 
 

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study 
 

The theme for this spring is Caring for One Another:  The Jesus Model. We 
will be exploring biblical passages that give us a foundation for how to ex-
tend care to others by using Jesus as our model.  What do we say to others 
who are in crisis or have different beliefs other than our own?  We will use 
real life situations and apply biblical foundations to each one.  All adults are 
encouraged to attend.  Here is the schedule for February. 
 

Feb.   3 - John Fast, Rex Watson, Linda Peters, Eric Schrag will discuss  
               cuts that affect education and health care 
 

Feb. 10 - Being created in the image of God 
 

Feb. 17 - Ash Wed. Service 
 

Feb. 24 - The Word made flesh.    

         




