
Christmas Eve Candle Lighting 

Worship Themes  
 

Jan.  3  - “Arise and Shine!”  
 Epiphany  Communion         
 Isaiah 60:1-6;  Psalm 72,  
 Matthew 2:1-12  
 Karen preaching 
 

Jan. 10 - “Baptism Power” 
 Isaiah 43:1-6; Psalm 29,  
 Acts 8:14-17, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 Corey  preaching                     
 

Jan. 17 - “Friends in a Foreign Land” 
 Immigration     Jeremiah 22:2-5, 
 Exodus 22:21-23, Matthew 25:31-46 
 Corey preaching 
 

Jan. 24 - “Anabaptist Identity”  
 Psalm 119:1-16, 105,   
 Matthew 7:24-27, II Timothy 3:14-17 
 Corey preaching 
 

Jan. 31 - "Discipleship 101”  
 Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13), Psalm 138, 
 I Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11 
 Corey preaching 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Do not fear what may happen tomorrow. 
The same everlasting God who cares 
for you today will take care of you to-
day and every day. Be at peace and 
put aside all anxious thoughts and 
imaginations.” 
    —Francis De 
Sales 
 
 

“Leaving Home - an Epiphany Journey” 
 

“For we have observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
       -Matthew 2:2 
  

The time has come to put away the Christmas decorations.  I almost feel 
guilty putting Mary, Joseph, and Jesus back in the box for another eleven 
months. Everyone in this story was on a journey.  The journey doesn’t end 
just because I put them in the box.  My heart, it seems, is Bethlehem-bound 
all year ‘round.   
 

Reflecting on the birth story this past advent season has been especially 
meaningful for me.  I’ve often wondered what made the wise men keep  
following the star.  The hopes and promises that were offered must have 
kept them on the path toward the light.  What hopes and promises keep     
us on the path to know Christ? 
 

For me, I have learned that sometimes being willing to follow is more    
important that trying to figure out where I’m going. The past few months 
have been spent contemplating whether or not to continue on the path of 
finishing a seminary degree.  To do so, I must follow the seminary’s       
requirements of having hours on campus.  That means leaving home.       
But the interesting thing is that I don’t hear a “yes” or a “no.”  I only hear 
“are you willing?.”   
 

Spending three weeks away from home is not a big deal for most people. 
But for me, it’s my desert experience.  I do not enjoy leaving my family and 
friends (and pets).   I suppose I could see it as a break from cooking and 
cleaning. However, I won’t have a car, a TV in my room, or the freedom to 
go to the snack cupboard and indulge in my favorite chocolate.  I’ll be 
spending time reading and studying without distractions.   
 

Maybe that is the point.  I’m willing to go because I know that there is 
something important about leaving home.  Our routine life can sometimes 
be a distraction to following the light.  When we leave home, we are       
dependent on God in a way that is different than when we sit on our com-
fortable easy chairs.  Being a stranger helps us be more sympathetic to the 
strangers among us.  I don’t go to gain points from God.  I go because, as 
Epiphany teaches us, I expect God to reveal the mystery and help me find 
grace just like those who followed the star.                              

 -Pastor Karen 
 
    (Note:  Thanks to the  
     Church board who  
     approved a three week   
     study leave at AMBS in  
     Elkhart, Indiana from   
     January 3-22, 2010.)   
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Western District Conference 
 

Tabor will host a Table Talk for other 
pastors in the area for a noon hour on 
Tuesday, Jan.12.  The topic at hand 
will be Catechism and Faith Explora-
tion....what works, what doesn't and 
what's new.  You will hear short com-
ments from a variety of pastors on their 
experiences and a summary of re-
sources from Marlene Bogard.  
 
Peace Connections 
 

Make Poverty History!  The Circles 
Initiative of Harvey County invites you 
to a community poverty simulation 
on  Sat., February 6, 9:15 am - noon, 
at the St. Mary's Gymnasium, 101 E. 
9th St., Newton.  Experience what life 
is like for low-income families seeking 
basic needs on a limited budget. Simu-
lation will be followed by reflection/
discussion of the experience and ways 
to move toward making poverty his-
tory.  All are welcome - those espe-
cially encouraged to attend are faith 
and community leaders and others 
who frequently deal with low-income 
families.  RSVPs are appreciated.  Call 
Peace Connections at 316-284-0000 
or email info@peaceconnections.org  

 

Pastor/Congregational Review comes to Tabor  
 

It is time once again to have a major pastoral review for each of our pastors, 
Corey, Karen and Doug. Each of their terms has or will come to an end in 
2010 and following the review, a vote will be taken later on.  We have done 
this every three years according to conference guidelines and it follows with 
the terms offered for our pastors.  Marvin Zehr has been chosen to be our 
consultant and will work with the Deacons to facilitate the process.  The 
member of this process are:  Myron Voth (chair.), Carol Duerksen, Barb 
Abrahams, Vicki Schmidt, Kenton Nickel, and Michelle Unruh.  In addition 
to the pastors, the congregation will also be have opportunity to review  
itself and reflect on its ministries and commitments to them.  Reviews    
always tend to bring some anxiety to pastors, but they are also good times 
to learn, grow and discern our call to ministry. 
   
Prayer/Envisioning Break Out Sessions  
 

We have not forgotten about our five strands!  The Prayer & Envisioning 
team wants to continue conversation among the congregation on ideas that 
were presented and discussed the first of November and also new ideas that 
you may have.  In your mailboxes, you will find notes taken from the Sun-
day School breakout groups from that November Sunday and if you want 
copies of the morning message by the team, you may pick up a copy on the 
table in the foyer.  The Sunday School notes are also noted on Poster 
Boards in the fellowship hall.  Please add any other comments to these post-
ers or take a provided sticker and place it by the notes that you are most 
interested in.  On a future date, we will again encourage Sunday School 
classes to discuss some provided questions and ideas.   
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION! 
  
Let the Peace Weaving Continue!   
(an excerpt from Harlin Unruh’s talk on November 1) 
 

The thread of Peace and Service has a long, continuous path in the life and 
history of Tabor.  In many ways, it hasn’t been merely a thread to give color 
to the fabric of life here at Tabor, but rather, a bungee cord that has 
stretched the imagination of what is possible.  
  

For the past several years the Peace and Social Concerns committee has 
been largely inactive and at a recent council meeting, the committee was 
formally disbanded with deacons assuming responsibility to continue fund-
ing important peace related ministries.  Does this mean that “peace is dead” 
here at Tabor – that we no longer care about or profess to be “a people of 
peace”?  As members of the Prayer and Envisioning Team – we think defi-
nitely not.  We’re merely in a time of transition, as it has been before and 
most assuredly will be again at some time in the future.  
  

Peace and Shalom are integral to our lives. We envision a Tabor Church 
where peace witness and service is not only something we do TO others 
or for others, but is who we are.  We experience shalom in all we do 
and say.  The thread is here.  With God’s help, we determine through 
which experiences and whose lives we will weave it.  And the tapestry that 
IS Tabor, will be enriched and vibrant because of it. 
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